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some blame) has been mentioned. Mr, M'Queen, quoted
in Captain Burton's ' Nile Basin/ names < Captain Singleton '
as a genuine account of travels in Central Africa, and
seriously mentions De Foe's imaginary pirate as c a claimant
for the honour of the discovery of the sources of the White
Nile.' Probably, however, this only proves that Mr.
M'Queen had never read the book.
-. Most of the literary artifices to which De Foe owed his
power of producing this illusion are sufficiently plain. Of
all the fictions which he succeeded in palming off for truths -
none is more instructive than that admirable ghost, Mrs.
Veal. Like the sonnets of some great poets, it contains in
a few lines all the essential peculiarities of his art, and an
admirable commentary has been appended to it by Sir
Walter Scott. The first device which strikes us is his inge-
nious plan for manufacturing corroborative evidence. The -
ghost appears to Mrs. Bargrave. The story of the appari-
tion is told by a 'very sober and understanding gentle-
woman, who lives within a few doors of Mrs. Bargrave;'
and the character of this sober gentlewoman is supported
by the testimony of a justice of the peace at Maidstone, ' a
very intelligent person.' This elaborate chain of evidence
is intended to divert our attention from the obvious circum-
stance that the whole story rests upon the authority of the
anonymous person who tells us of the sober gentlewoman,
who supports Mrs. Bargrave, and is confirmed by the intelli-
gent justice. Simple as the artifice appears, it is one which
is constantly used in supernatural stories of the present day.
One of those improving legends tells how a ghost appeared
to two officers in Canada, and how, subsequently, one of
the officers met the ghost's twin brother in London, and
straightway exclaimed, ' You are the person who appeared